INTRODUCTION
The three factors that kept Arabia Deserta for a generation a
book secluded from the English public were its great length, its
high cost, and its 'strange style, which,' says Doughty's bio-
grapher,1 'maintained throughout a work of over 600,000
words, discouraged even the very elect,' The tide turned in 1908,
when the abridgment Wanderings in Arabia, made by the present
editor, brought Doughty a chorus of enthusiastic praise from
reviewers, critics and readers, who till then had never heard
of his masterpiece. But for thirteen years the complete work
was unprocurable, till Mr. Cape, inspired by Colonel
Lawrence, reprinted it in its entirety. By cthe elite5 Arabia
Deserta is now recognised as the greatest of English travel
books.
Nine reprints have been called for since 1921, and the price has
been lowered from nine guineas to thirty shillings. But since a
book of over i, 150 close-packed pages naturally both affrights and
triumphs over the endurance of the ordinary man, the publisher
has asked me to prepare a second, shorter abridgment and has
allotted for the task 130,000 words. Only a fourth of the whole!
It is impossible to enclose in any such scanty boundaries an
adequate abridgment of Doughty's adventurous wanderings for
twenty months over the length and breadth of Northern Arabia,
or to include even a tithe of his exhaustive store of observations
on the land of Arabia, its life and character. I have therefore
been forced to revert to my original plan, dropped in 1906, of a
volume of selected passages. But to make these comprehensible,
it is essential to have a connecting thread of narrative, since both
the changing landscape and scenes and the people whom Doughty
encountered bewilder us if nothing is there to explain their place
in the story. Some sequence of connecting links is indispensable.
To choose passages and thread them together, however, means
that episodes and incidents scarcely less interesting must be
omitted from the story; so as only a fourth of the whole book can
iTheLife of Charles M. Doughty, By D. G. Hogarth, 1928, p. 137.